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It is currently the 30th of June, 2022 at 6:59 am. I'm on holidays, which means | have 
had much more time to indulge in my Garfield hyperfixation now that school is out of 
the way (for now). And | didn't realise | forgot to write an entry for five whole days... It is 


also day #43 of my Jon Arbuckle hyperfixation. I'm losing it. 


When most people think of Garfield, they usually think of the currently ongoing strip 
that's been in syndication since the late 70s. The once charming, funny strip that has 
since seemed to have lost a lot of what made it charming and funny to a lot of people 
and is now mundane and inoffensive. Some may think of the cartoons that aired during 
their childhood, like Garfield And Friends, Garfield In The Rough, Here Comes Garfield, 


the holiday specials and the oh-so cursed 3D cartoon, The Garfield Show. Some may 
think of the terrifying and awful movies they made, like the live action ones and 
probably the strangest piece of Garftoon history, Garfield Gets Real. Seriously, what 
was up with that movie?? Bonita's sythe shaped head still gives me nightmares to this 


day..... 


But not many people think of the name 'KaBOOM!’, which is a comic publishing 
company that is an imprint of BOOM! Studios. They publish comics ranging from 
Peanuts, Regular Show, Adventure Time, and of course, comics about our loveable fat 
cat and his equally loveable dorky owner and pet dog sidekick, Garfield, Jon, Odie and 
their many msiadventures. Not Lyman though. 


| have heard almost no one talk about this, and the only reason | discovered it was when 
| was snooping around on Tumblr looking for my daily dose of Jonstanence. | came 
across a blog called @garfield-fashion through clicking the link of an image of Jon 
looking grumpy while holding two jugs of fresh lemonade on a beach that | had never 
seen before. And from there, | found a goldmine of posts featuring my favourite dorky 
cartoonist in many different artstyles, obviously taken not from the regular Garfield 


strip, but instead from something else, and | thought it looked veeeery familiar to me. 


| scrolled down, marvelling at the art style of the cropped panels, thinking it had been 
the work of a very passionate and dedicated fan of the Garfield series, an unofficial fan 
work that was posted online for all to enjoy. However, as | scrolled, | came across an 
image that stopped me in my tracks. An image | had definitely seen before. It was Jon, 
and he was sitting relaxed in a chair at his cartooning desk, and he was wearing a yellow 
sweater with a blue jacket and appeared to be talking about his loveable self. "Why, 
that's the Jon fancomic | saw on a fan casting website that one time!" | thought, looking 
both shocked and excited that | came across that oh-so enjoyable image of Jon once 
again, something that was drawn so masterfully and something that clearly had so much 
effort and care put into it. It was pleasant. But as | remembered the struggle of trying to 


find more pages of that comic and coming up with nothing, | knew | had to know more. 


This blog clearly knew their sources. There were multiple cropped pictures taken from 
what appeared to be the same comic, and curiosity struck me. Where was that Jon 


comic from? | had only seen the one page out of context, which is the image | put with 


this entry. Where was the rest of the comic and where could | read it? And most 


importantly, who made it? 


That was when | noticed the text underneath the images, and | realised that was the 
name of the comic they were taken from. But some of them simply said "Garfield #37" 
and | knew that probably wasn't going to get me anywhere, so | scrolled up towards the 
images that had an actual name attached, which was "Garfield: TV Or Not TV?" and | 
looked it up, and lo and behold... 


... t was an actual published comic! Like, it had a proper publisher and everything! And 
it was on sale, too! Like, a proper A4 paperback comic book, not syndicated as a strip or 
anything. It had more than three to seven panels that actually took up every centimetre 
of the page! There was no daily limit to how much could be told, it was a continuous 
effort of actual storytelling! As | scowered Google Images and gazed upon the many 
vibrant, gentle colours that seeped into every love-poured page, | could feel something, 
somrthing that in real life | only truly felt with like two people | had ever met... | was in 


love.... Platonically. With this comic. 


Eventually | found a website that hosts these comics for free, and | delved into these 
mysterious and amazing panels, filled with colour and life and originality. And | was 
hooked. My first priority was finding where that Jon Arbuckle panel was from, and | 
read on the little caption underneath that Tumblr post that it was issue #16. Sone 


spoilers ahead! 


It starts off with a story about a girl who is trying to sell lemonade, and after giving 
Garfield and Odie a free cup, she vents to Jon that she can't seem to get any money 
because of a man named Lyle, who's a competitor in lemonade selling. shenanigans 
ensue with a delivery race and a swapping of lemonades, but that's not the main point 
of talking about this issue. What I'm really interested in is the Jon panels and what they 


are. 


It's a funny little story where Jon is a self-aware character who is also being drawn by 
himself, talking about how he is being drawn along with the whole comic while also 
drawing himself! Confusing | know, but it quickly becomes a lot of hilarity once Jon 


starts getting phone calls from all these women who make up a Jon Arbuckle fan club 


which fun fact, | am in fact a part of! And the only gay man there... Jokes aside, Garfield 
comes in and starts providing snarky commentary as Jon quite literally illustrates how 
Garfield is an obidient cat who has normal eating habits, how Liz is super overdramatic 
and hopelessly in love with Jon and is uncharacteristically over-doubting her ability to 
be with him, and then she gets hit on by another guy and Jon literally becomes a 
superhero and saves the day... yeah, it's pretty self-aggrandising! | think the only 
accurate thing there is Jon looking a little more handsome in his portrayal, but that's 
probably just me being biased... So Garfield goes over to Jon's cartooning desk and 
starts drawing how he thinks the comic actually goes, and ends up doing almost the 
exact same thing Jon was. Having (who i think is) Vito delivering a shitton of pizza and 
lasagna to him, talking about how Odie promised to never lick or slobber on him again, 
and of course, having Arlene be the damsel in distress. All the while, Jon's there outside 
the panels all like "Wait what's Garfield doing at my desk..? Hang on this isn't right... You 


know what, fuck it, I'm gonna go make dinner.’ 


It's funny, it's charming, it's everything Garfield used to be and ten times more, and not 
to discredit Jim Davis or anything, but | think | actually like these comics way more than 
the actual strip. Of course, you couldn't fit an arc like that into three panels alone, but 
the comedy really hits so much more than it usually would. And not to mention the 
fantastic art! It's so expressive and bright and colourful, and they do this really cool 
thing where some comics have a different artist draw it, and it's so cool to see all these 
talented people draw an actual published Garfield comic in their own unique way. And 
the writing really feels like it was pulled right out of Garfield And Friends. Not too crazy, 
but not too mundane or slice-of-life-y. And many of them have little callbacks to 
episodes and arcs of Garfield And Friends. There's this cute little comic where Nermal 
actually gets mailed to Abu Dahbi and it turns out there's a bunch of kittens there, and 
Nermal isn't the cutest out of all of them. He wins a cutest kitten competition after 
failing previously, and he won because he was covered in mud, and got enough money 
to get sent back home. Him and this other cat who got him into the competition walk to 
the airport, and it turns Nermal caused a whole "fashion" craze with kittens covering 
themselves in mud because it's the cutest thing to do. And it's drawn in such a lovely art 
style, it's adorable and pleasing to the eyes. It feels so soft and comforting like a 


children's book. 


So yeah. The KABOOM! Garfield comics are awesome, they really feel like a "by fans, for 
fans" type of thing. The only gripe | have with it is that Jim Davis is always credited on 
the cover, and maybe I'm taking this the wrong way, but he actually didn't draw any or 
most of these. A lot of them were actually drawn by Andy Hirsch and David DeGrand. 
And they weren't written by Jim either, but instead Mark Evanier and Scott Nickel. And 
boy, did they do a fantastic job on these. It really does feel a lot like an episode out of 
Garfield And Friends, it's amazing and I'd recommemd it to any Garfield fan who wants 


fresh, new and funny comics to read. 
That's all really. As usual, | would like to welcome Jon once again into my chaotic brain 
and my heart with the added knowledge and love for these comics that | had literally no 


idea even existed until now. Have a good read, Jon. Love you man :) 
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